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Sunday August 1, 2004

Introduction to the Lehmans

by Phil Weber

ho grew up outside CMC, went to a Brethren seminary, served a two-year
appointment with RMM (1986-88), graduated from RBC (1984), and is now

very pleased to become a new minister in this conference? Answer: Rod Lehman.

Rod sold his share in a profitable wood spe-

cialties business in 1997 because the de-

mands of management “ate into church time.”

Over the next few years, he felt increasingly

drawn toward pastoring, and in time enrolled

in Bethany Theological Seminary, Richmond,

Indiana. One of the highlights of his seminary

experience was a hospital and nursing home

chaplaincy, which transformed one of his

greatest fears about ministry into joyful inter-

action with people in crisis and later life.

Lucy is an RN, and has worked full-time
much of their married life. Just before Rod en-
tered seminary, she quit work for six months, and though she continues to enjoy
nursing, she now shares deeply in Rod’s sense of call to ministry.

What do the Lehmans say about Allensville Mennonite Church, the congregation
where Rod began his first pastorate two months ago? Lucy says it is an “active
and spiritually alive” church. Rod adds that they have been very welcoming, and he
is appreciative of the work of previous pastors Phil Barr and Eli Beachy.

It should be pointed out that Allensville brought not only its new pastoral couple,
but a total of 22 persons from the congregation and one other person to confer-
ence! Most have never attended our conference before, but apparently “they all
love it.” Welcome Lehmans, and the Allensville contingent. Why not bring the ones
who missed out this year to next year’s conference? v

Polly Yoder puts
her multi-tasking
skills to good use
as she busies
herselfwith
handwork while
taking in one of
the workshops
yesterday
afternoon.
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News & Notes

Spanish Bible Study Graders Needed : Gospel Echoes
Team is expanding its Bible study course ministry to prisons
in the U.S. and Canada with a Spanish edition. Volunteers
are needed to grade these Spanish lessons. Contact
Glendon Bender at 574-238-0485, gbender@
gospelechoes.com, or PO Box 555, Goshen, IN 46527.

Abundant Life Christian School (Albuguerque, NM) has ad-
ministrative and teaching positions that need to be filled yet.
See our display in Room 160 or contact Nevin at 505-328-
8898 (cell phone). Pray for God's provision and blessing in
this transitional year.

Be proactive in strengthening your marriage or someone
else's. Mennonite and Brethren Marriage Encounter has re-
sources that really do make a difference. Be sure to pick up
brochures for Marriage Encounter and Engaged Encounter at
the display table, and get your favorite married or engaged
couple there.

Parent Alert! The children's classes will be dismissed at
11:30 A.M. and 3:30 P.M. on Saturday, and 12:00 noon on
Sunday. Please pick up your children promptly at these
times.

Special thanks to the Gospel Echoes for the use of their
sound equipment.

Conference recordings _ are available this year on CD format.
Check with Bradley Maust at the recording studio.

Special thanks to Visual Message, of Cleveland, Ohio for the
use of the high lumens projector. Stop by their booth for infor-
mation on projectors available for churches to buy.

Special Announcement for Local Folk : There will be an MDS
breakfast meeting for anyone who is interested in knowing
more about how MDS operates and MDS’s history. The
breakfast will be on Saturday, August 7 at 7:00 AM at the
Lowville Mennonite Church. Rollin and Betty Rheinheimer
will be the guest speakers. They have been acquainted with
MDS for a long time, and will be sharing stories after the
meal. Everyone is invited. Please call 376-4737 to make your
reservations. Although reservations are not necessary, they
are appreciated for food estimation. Please stop at the New
York Mennonite Insurance booth to sign up!

Special Interest Meetings

The special interest meetings are open for all who are in-
volved in or who have interest in the ministries indicated.

RMM Prayer Room : Room 137 is designated as a prayer
room throughout the conference days and is open continu-
ously for that purpose. Please stop by to pray for the work of
RMM. While you are there take a few minutes to write some
notes of encouragement to RMM Personnel. Thank you.

RMM Prayer Meeting: Sunday morning, 7:45-8:45 a.m. in
Room 137. All RMM Personnel are invited to attend. We will
look forward to seeing you.

Crier Survey

by Natasha Siegrist

n encounter with flashing lights and a very kind
New York State policeman, a Toyota that sounds
like a motorcycle due to muffler problems, traffic jams,
a visit with grandchildren, a stop at Niagara Falls and
road work ... what do they all have in common? You
guessed it; these were all things that happened to
conference attenders on the trip to Lewis County.
Some said they just enjoyed the view and the roll-
ing hills of northern New York. One group added a
couple extra hours to their driving time by an “unidenti-
fied mistake” so they used that time to practice their
singing skills. There were even two RBC students
who, quite by accident, decided to take a sight-seeing
trip to Lake Ontario. Thankfully, they did manage to
avoid crossing the border into Canada!l
These are extreme cases as many had trips that
were peaceful and relaxing. Then, of course, there are
those who shrugged their shoulders and responded,
“Not much can happen in a ten-minute drive.” v

Statistics Corner

Meals served on Saturday:
Lunch - 832
Dinner - 627

Session Attendance:

Thursday
Taste of Missions: 435

Friday
Youth morning: 250 Afternoon: 300
Women morning: 280 Afternoon: 232
Men morning: 107 Afternoon: 101
Christian Education Program: 856
Youth Social: 300

Saturday
Youth morning: 240
Conference morning: 686 Afternoon: 911

Conservative Mennonite Churches:
2003: 110 churches, 302 ministers
2004: 113 churches, 313 ministers, approximately 11,000
members

“We are the goingest
people on earth. We
just need to learn to

make disciples as we

go,” Max Zook
challenged us in last
evening’s address, The
Great Commission
Mandate.



Champions All Around

by Christa Taube for the Children's Committee

e have

been hav-
ing a great time
in the kid’'s wing
with around 200
registered chil-
dren ages 5-13!
You may have
noticed sport jer-
seys and soccer
balls in the halls.
Our theme is “In
Search of Cham-
pions” and we
are learning
about champions

in the Bible, namely Rahab and Gideon. We are also finding out
how we can be champions on Jesus' team.
The children have been very busy collecting “silver” for soc-

cer! Friday alone they raised
$350, which covers the soccer
field in Ecuador. Any further dol-
lars will go toward other needs at
the church in Duran (wooden plat-
form, extra seating, and/or a re-
frigerator). We are continuing our
boys vs. girls competition to see
who will collect the most. Great
job, kids!

Thanks again to all those who
have helped with our kids pro-
gram by teaching, assisting, reg-
istering, making signs, counting
“silver,” building a scale to weigh
our silver — the list goes on and
we say thanks. v

Tour Israel with U

O

October 11-20,2004

All you need is a passport and $2,395
Contact us on conference grounds ora

Dale & Shirley Keffer
620 Saddlehorn Drive « Chesapeake, VA 2
PH: 757-482-1611 « FAX: 757482-095
www.biblehistorytours.com
Email: dkeffer@cox.net
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Leadership Seminar
November 18-20, 2004

Featuring
" John Drescher — Lessons | Keep
Learning in Ministry
" Arlin Sc hrock — Studying the Word:
The Joy of Discovery

Workshops by Howard Silverman,
Mel Shetler, Wilb ur Miller , Ken Miller

“Sharpening Minds — Shaping Lives”
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Sunday’s Schedule

Missions Program
Beaver River Central Auditorium
Theme: The Great Commission

Moderator: Adin Miller, Sarasota, Florida, RMM board
chairman; Joe Showalter, Columbus, Ohio, RMM president
Worship Leader: Keith Scheffel, Rosedale, Ohio, RMM
chief financial officer

Morning Session (9:00 -12:00)

Worship

RMM Missionary Report

Missions Day Sermon, Part 1: Dr. Johannes Reimer,
Founder and Director of LOGOS International, Germany

Annual Missions Day Offering:  (Checks payable to
Rosedale Mennonite Missions)

Break

Mass Children’s Choir:
conductor

Missions Day Sermon, Part 2:
Commissioning Service
Dismissal

Lunch

Jan Lyndaker, Lowville, New York,

Dr. Johannes Reimer

Sharing Faith with

Increasing Effectiveness
by Mim Musser

y boss, Joe Showalter, often talks about how ef-
fective his wife, Janice, is in evangelism. |
learned after sitting in her work-
shop today, that isn't just Joe's
personal bias - Janice is very ef-
fective in sharing her faith.
| left the session excited and
encouraged. Excited about try-
ing some new approaches with
my non-Christian friends. En-
couraged by the quote, “You
don't evangelize until they give
you permission.” And so, yes, | will keep on being a
friend and one day when the time is right, my friend
will ask me a question that gives me “permission.” v

Being “Jesus” Among Muslim

by Jewel Showalter

he workshop on “Sharing Faith Among Muslims”
quickly got practical when a pilot who lost three
friends on 9/11 asked for help in reaching out to Mus-
lims he meets in New York every week. Presenters
who live and
work in Tur-
key,
Uzbekistan,
and India
shared from
their experi-
ences, and
the group
discussed
assump-
tions Chris-
tians and
Muslims
make about
each other.
As the
group
wrestled
with trying to
understand the appeal of Islam, the missionaries un-
derscored the importance of just building relation-
ships, being real, and breaking down the fears and
stereotypes that prevent open dialogue between
Christians and Muslims.

Many Muslims are open to change during times of
crisis, especially if there are warm relationships where
Christians have learned to “throw away their watches”
and spend time with people. As we are “Jesus”
among
Muslims,
the Holy
Spirit will
draw
many to
himself. v

word about
your church?

Would you like to spread the
Choral Camp in

Stop by the Choral Camp booth

to find out how to do it!

Choral Camp is a program of Rosedale Bible College
for children in grades 2 - 8




