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E D I T O R I A L

... as I follow ...
It was an inspiring
time together as we
reflected in our annual
gathering on what it
means to be a disciple
and to disciple others.
Conrad Showalter
As I’ve continued to
think about this topic,
the phrase above from the Conference title
seems key to important truth.
The reality is that people have many
ways of following Jesus. Some follow in
giving assent to doctrine. They pray the
sinner’s prayer, accept forgiveness of sins
through the blood of Jesus, and rejoice that
heaven will be their home. Good in as far as
it goes, but this following actually misses the
call to follow.
Others follow Jesus in the way that
is most popular. Whatever the issue, what
seems to be working and successful at the

moment must be what it means to follow
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the majority, and especially the crowd, is
almost always wrong (A Farewell to Mars,
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thing that Anabaptists should know from
their history, it is that majority opinions in
the church are not necessarily descriptive
of what it means to follow Christ. It was
not true when going to war became the
majority opinion under the joining of church
and state, and it is not true as unbounded
sexuality has become an accepted part of the
American church.
Some follow Jesus in institutional
or cultural loyalty. The assumption is
that remaining within a particular group
provides the safe way of discernment (And
there is much good in group process and
discernment). Loyalty to a cultural group
with its familiar and comfortable practices,
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however, actually determines choices rather
than hearing the voice of Jesus, and taking
up the cross to follow.
Others follow Jesus in Spirit. They
see Jesus as the perfect example of love,
(and, of course, he was) and follow Jesus as
an inspiration. They are good people, and
they do many good things for others. They
forget, however, that Jesus came to do the
will of the Father, and sometimes miss the
reality of eternal Truth and the narrow way.
One of the most beautiful descriptions
of Jesus is John’s testimony that he came
“full of grace and truth.” Tension? Of
course, but it is a tension that we may never
ignore if we would be worthy of following.
A sobering reminder to me, that age does
not necessarily impart worthiness to be
followed. No, that worthiness is only as
good as my following of Jesus.
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The Value of Connections
Occasionally someone in the course of
conversation mentions that their church is
an independent church. It is usually said
with contentment and confidence. I feel
sympathy and skepticism. I wonder if they
really know what they are missing by not
having strong connections to a larger church
network. My experience at the 2016 CMC
annual conference reminds me of how much
I and the church I lead benefit from a healthy
relationship with a network of churches such
as CMC.
The deep theological roots and tradition
of CMC is needed more than ever as cultural
Christianity collapses around us. Our
theological
convictions
provide a
desperately
needed sure
foundation.
The CMC
>> Dale Keffer "passing
Statement
the baton" to Joe Byler
of Theology

is a solid resting place. The presence of
Rosedale Bible College and its mission of
providing a sure theological foundation
continually reminds us of the importance of
teaching Truth to the next generation. Once
again at annual conference I was encouraged
to hold fast.
Sunday morning at conference I, along
with many others, renewed my commitment
to daily pray, “Here I am Lord, send me.”
So quickly I allow daily routines to distract
me from my passion for evangelism. I tend
to become satisfied as long as I, my family,
and my church are stable. But may we never
forget that the local church is missionary by
nature. Our duty is more than nurturing the
saints. We are compelled by God’s love to
share the gospel with our neighbors, reach
the unreached, and plant churches in new
communities. Rosedale Mennonite Missions
continually calls me back to caring deeply for
the lost sheep. They matter to God. His heart
is that none perish but all come to repentance.
The relationships forged over years of
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attending CMC events and interacting with
others have become an incredible source
of encouragement to me. Once again I left
conference feeling encouraged and nourished.
I found more clarity in sorting through
confusing issues. Years ago I was wrestling
with a parenting issue. My peers were
generous in giving advice. While attending a
CMC event I happened to sit next to an older
brother and casually mentioned to him my
parenting struggle. He listened, empathized,
and gave a few simple suggestions which
happened to be contrary to the advice of my
peers. I followed his advice and now know
God was directing that conversation. I need
my brothers and sisters. Let us encourage one
another—and all the more as you see the Day
approaching. (Hebrews 10:25)
Joe Byler is the newly appointed Moderator
of Conference. He is the pastor of Oakdale
Mennonite Church, Salisbury, Pennsylvania.
He and his wife Naomi are the parents of
twelve children.

