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Public Apology
While preparing for the seminar, 

“Maximizing the Ministry Contributions 
of Women in a Complementarian Church” 
for Annual Conference 2017, the Executive 
Board became more aware of the hurt many 
of our sisters have experienced and offered 
the following public apology and prayer at 
the conclusion of the seminar. 

Minister, and Executive Director, acknowledge 
that women have been affected by extra bibli-

interpreted scriptures in ways that have pre-
vented women from exercising many of their 

traditions than the commands of God.

telling them that their gifts, given to them by 

and even are nonexistent or imaginary.

ask both God and our sisters to forgive 

traditional practices that have determined 

genuine biblical practices. 

promises of unfailing love to those who love 
you and keep your commands.  

traditions, and our own selfish hearts to mar-
ginalize our sisters and the gifts given to them 

the example and teachings of Jesus.  This has 
hurt our sisters in the church and hindered 
your body.   Our faces are covered with shame 
because of this sin against you and our sisters.   

O Lord, hear your servant’s prayer. 

Forgive us of this sin.  For your own sake, 
Lord, remove the strongholds we have 

confess our sin to our sisters. 

your Spirit to guide us in empowering and 
releasing our sisters to minister in your 

women in our churches with a fresh baptism 
of your Spirit.  Release in us the gifts of your 
Spirit to do immeasurably more than all we 
ask or imagine, according to your power that 

name of Jesus, for your glory.  Amen.

Perhaps it’s long habit from childhood, but 
I think it’s more than that.  I enjoy making 
connections with people I haven’t seen for a 
while, I enjoy meeting new friends in hosting 
communities, I enjoy meeting newcomers 

part of a new group, so I try to be one who 
welcomes.  To be sure, I do weary of meeting 
after meeting, and I’ll admit, a brief stroll 
through the Lehman complex in Kidron, Ohio 

One part of the gathering is usually my 
favorite—those times when we hear from 
mission workers around the world.  It’s 
exciting when those working in areas of the 
world that saw little visible fruit for years or 
decades now report people coming to faith 
and churches being established. It reminds 
me to keep praying for those places and 

peoples that seem presently unresponsive to 

A second encouragement for me is 
hearing about our conference affiliates in 
other places and with people having different 
cultural practices.  Those differences remind 
me that we need not be overly concerned about 
transmitting our specific cultural practices, nor 
do we need to be apologetic about our culture.  

understandings of faith and discipleship.
I continue to find deep joy in belonging to 

a group of people and churches who are serious 

and to make disciples.  I find satisfaction in 
being part of a group that cares deeply about 

in areas of morality that cut across political 
alignments.  I value being part of a group that 
deliberately fosters relationships with “like-

Though we are a small group and may 
feel insignificant at times, our international 
affiliates, now around three times our own 
numbers, remind me that we aren’t alone 
in our understandings of what it means to 

continue to be, important to our future.  
The beginnings of new communities of 

faith and the development of connections to 
other existing communities is also a helpful 

is neither ethnic nor national.  Rather, it is 
based on common understandings of the 
most important aspects of faith and practice.  
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