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E D I T O R I A L

This Gospel of the Kingdom Will Be Preached
, HQMR\ DQQXDO &RQIHUHQFH PHHWLQJV
Perhaps it’s long habit from childhood, but
I think it’s more than that. I enjoy making
connections with people I haven’t seen for a
while, I enjoy meeting new friends in hosting
communities, I enjoy meeting newcomers
WR&RQIHUHQFH,NQRZLWLVQ·WHDV\WRIHHOD
part of a new group, so I try to be one who
welcomes. To be sure, I do weary of meeting
after meeting, and I’ll admit, a brief stroll
through the Lehman complex in Kidron, Ohio
ZDVDSOHDVDQWPRPHQWDU\GLYHUVLRQ
One part of the gathering is usually my
favorite—those times when we hear from
mission workers around the world. It’s
exciting when those working in areas of the
world that saw little visible fruit for years or
decades now report people coming to faith
and churches being established. It reminds
me to keep praying for those places and

peoples that seem presently unresponsive to
WKHJRRGQHZVRIWKH.LQJGRPRI+HDYHQ
A second encouragement for me is
hearing about our conference affiliates in
other places and with people having different
cultural practices. Those differences remind
me that we need not be overly concerned about
transmitting our specific cultural practices, nor
do we need to be apologetic about our culture.
:KDW MRLQV XV LV VRPH FRPPRQDOLW\ LQ RXU
understandings of faith and discipleship.
I continue to find deep joy in belonging to
a group of people and churches who are serious
DERXW &KULVW·V FRPPLVVLRQ WR EH GLVFLSOHV
and to make disciples. I find satisfaction in
being part of a group that cares deeply about
DUHVSHFWIRUIDLWKIXOQHVVWRWKH:RUGRI*RG
in areas of morality that cut across political
alignments. I value being part of a group that
deliberately fosters relationships with “likeM O D E R A T O R ' S

PLQGHGµIROORZHUVRI-HVXV
Though we are a small group and may
feel insignificant at times, our international
affiliates, now around three times our own
numbers, remind me that we aren’t alone
in our understandings of what it means to
IROORZ -HVXV :KDW ZH EHOLHYH LV DQG ZLOO
continue to be, important to our future.
The beginnings of new communities of
faith and the development of connections to
other existing communities is also a helpful
UHPLQGHUWKDWRXUSULPDU\LGHQWLW\LQ&KULVW
is neither ethnic nor national. Rather, it is
based on common understandings of the
most important aspects of faith and practice.
0D\KLVNLQJGRPFRPH
Conrad Showalter is editor of the Beacon
and is a private-practice Licensed Marriage
and Family Therapist. He lives in Goshen,
IN with his wife Lynette, also a therapist.
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Public Apology
While preparing for the seminar,
“Maximizing the Ministry Contributions
of Women in a Complementarian Church”
for Annual Conference 2017, the Executive
Board became more aware of the hurt many
of our sisters have experienced and offered
the following public apology and prayer at
the conclusion of the seminar.
:HWKH([HFXWLYH%RDUGRXU&RQIHUHQFH
Minister, and Executive Director, acknowledge
that women have been affected by extra bibliFDOFKXUFKWUDGLWLRQV:HFKXUFKOHDGHUVKDYH
interpreted scriptures in ways that have prevented women from exercising many of their
VSLULWXDOJLIWVJLYHQWRWKHPE\WKH+RO\6SLULW
:HKDYHWRRRIWHQEHHQLQIOXHQFHGPRUHE\RXU
traditions than the commands of God.
:HKDYHDWWLPHVKLQGHUHGWKHERG\RI
&KULVWDQGWKXVKDYHZRXQGHGRXUVLVWHUVE\
telling them that their gifts, given to them by
WKH+RO\6SLULWDUHQRWDOORZHGQRWZDQWHG

and even are nonexistent or imaginary.
:H DUH VRUU\ :H FRQIHVV RXU VLQ DQG
ask both God and our sisters to forgive
XV  :H FRPPLW WR VKHG PHUH FXOWXUDO DQG
traditional practices that have determined
´D ZRPDQ·V SODFHµ DQG UHSODFH WKHP ZLWK
genuine biblical practices.
:H SUD\  ´2 /RUG \RX DUH D JUHDW
DQG DZHVRPH *RG<RX DOZD\V IXOILOO \RXU
promises of unfailing love to those who love
you and keep your commands.
:H PHQ KDYH VLQQHG DQG GRQH ZURQJ
:H KDYH DOORZHG RXU FXOWXUH RXU UHOLJLRXV
traditions, and our own selfish hearts to marginalize our sisters and the gifts given to them
E\\RXU+RO\6SLULW:HKDYHIDLOHGWRIROORZ
the example and teachings of Jesus. This has
hurt our sisters in the church and hindered
your body. Our faces are covered with shame
because of this sin against you and our sisters.
O Lord, hear your servant’s prayer.
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Forgive us of this sin. For your own sake,
Lord, remove the strongholds we have
JLYHQWRWKHHQHP\E\RXUVLQ:HSXEOLFO\
confess our sin to our sisters.
:H GHFODUH WRGD\ WKDW ZH ZLOO VHHN WR
IROORZ \RXU VFULSWXUDO FRPPDQGV :H DVN
your Spirit to guide us in empowering and
releasing our sisters to minister in your
FKXUFKZKLOHEHLQJWUXHWR\RXU:RUG
:H DVN \RX WR DQRLQW ERWK PHQ DQG
women in our churches with a fresh baptism
of your Spirit. Release in us the gifts of your
Spirit to do immeasurably more than all we
ask or imagine, according to your power that
LV DW ZRUN ZLWKLQ XV  :H SUD\ WKLV LQ WKH
name of Jesus, for your glory. Amen.
Joe Byler is the appointed Moderator of
Conference. He is the pastor of Oakdale
Mennonite Church, Salisbury, Pennsylvania.
He and his wife Naomi are the parents of
twelve children.

